Science & Innovation Lab

Indian Institute of Astrophysics (lIA),
Bengaluru

The Indian Institute of Astrophysics (lIA),
headquartered in Bengaluru, is India's premier
institute  for astronomy and astrophysics.
Tracing its origins to the Madras Observatory
(1786), it is an autonomous institute under the
Department of Science & Technology (DST).

IA° conducts world - class research in
astronomy, astrophysics, and space science,
contributing to major missions such as Astrosat
and Aditya - L1.

Objectives

» Conduct research in solar physics, stellar
astronomy, cosmology, and astronomical
instrumentation.

e Train future scientists through PhD and
Integrated M.Tech - PhD programmes.

» Develop advanced telescopes and space
payloads for national and international

missions.
Significance

e One of Indid's leading centres for
astronomy and space science.

e Contributes to Astrosat, Aditya - LI, and
other major space missions.

» Supports research in solar activity, space

weather, and cosmic exploration.
Collaborations

Collaborates with ISRO, NASA, ESO, global
universities, and the Thirty Meter Telescope
(TMT) project.

Achievements

» Developed the Ultra - Violet Imaging
Telescope (UVIT) for Astrosat.
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* Established the Vainu Bappu Observatory
and the Indian Astronomical Observatory,
Hanle.

» Recognised for contributions to solar
physics, stellar spectroscopy, and gamma-

ray astronomy.

Future Vision

The Indian Institute of Astrophysics regularly
hosts Founders’ Day celebrations, seminars,
and international conferences, fostering global
scientific collaboration. A major milestone was
the establishment of the Hanle Dark Sky
Reserve, promoting astronomy tourism and
advanced research, while its Golden Jubilee in
2021 marked 50 years of autonomy and

excellence.

Looking ahead, the institute aims to expand
into Al - driven astrophysics and big - data
payload

astronomy, enhance space

development or missions beyond Astrosat, and
strengthen India’s

leadership in multi -

wavelength  astronomy D
and cosmology on the D I E
global stage.
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